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THE  ORGANIZATION  OF 
AN  ANTI  POVERTY 
SOCIETY 

jt 

Ever  since  poverty  came  into  the  world  men 
have  accepted  it  as  an  evil,  and  they  have 
organized  societies  of  many  kinds  in  order 
to  abolish  it.  But  somehow  they  have  not 
touched  the  root  of  the  matter,  and  since  that 
is  the  most  vital  part  of  the  whole  thing, 
poverty  has  not  been  abolished. 

Men  have  been  tinkering  with  those  things 
which  appear  upon  the  surface,  forgetting,  or 
being  ignorant  of  the  fact,  that  there  is  much 
that  does  not  appear  upon  the  surface,  and 
that  that  which  does  not  appear  is,  after  all, 
the  most  important.  Would  you  not  like  to 
know  how  to  abolish  poverty — how  so  to 
arrange  that  there  will  be  no  more  poor 
people?  To  that  end  let  us  note  a  few  under¬ 
lying  principles,  of  which  we  must  never  lose 
sight. 

Whence  Happiness  Comes. 

I 

The  average  man  thinks  that  money — ma¬ 
terial  wealth — is  the  foundation  of  happiness. 
That  is  not  true.  Automobiles,  pianos  and 
summer  homes  with  steam  yachts  do  not  hold 
the  secret  of  happiness.  No  man  was  ever 
made  happy  by  wealth.  No  man  was  ever 
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made  unhappy  by  povei'‘ty.  Happiness  and 
unhappiness,  if  they  have  come  to  you,  have 
come  because  of  something  from  within  you, 
not  because  of  something  from  without.  Some¬ 
body  has  said  that  the  successful  man  does 
not  look  out  for  opportunities;  he  looks  in, 
for  that  is  where  they  come  from. 

Once  a  man  came  to  Jesus  and  said, 

“Master,  speak  to  my  brother  that  he  divide 
the  inheritance  with  me.” 

Jesus  replied, 

“Take  heed — beware — for  a  man’s  life 
consisteth  not  in  the  abundance  of  the  things 
which  he  possesseth.” 

Various  Kinds  of  Riches. 

Another  thing  to  be  borne  in  mind  is  that 
when  we  speak  of  poverty  we  mean  not  only 
that  a  man  has  no  money,  but  that  he  is  not 
the  possessor  of  some  other  things  that  make 
a  man  rich.  Some  people  have  much  money 
but  they  are  poor  mentally.  Many  a  so-called 
“poor”  mechanic  who  depends  upon  the  pub¬ 
lic  library  for  his  reading  matter  is  richer, 
mentally,  than  many  another  man  who  has 
the  walls  of  his  private  library  lined  with  the 
world’s  best  volumes. 

The  savage  chief  from  Zulu-land,  visiting 
London,  appreciated  nearly  everything  but  the 
libraries.  He  was  poor  mentally.  You  may 
become  rich  in  knowledge.  No  man  can  pre¬ 
vent  you  from  doing  that. 


Others  are  poor  because  they  do  not  appre¬ 
ciate  the  beautiful  things  in  the  world — a 
sunset,  scenery,  pictures,  flowers  and  music. 
Some  men  go  through  life  with  their  eyes 
closed  to  all  the  inspiring  things  that  God  has 
given  them.  They  think  and  plan  simply  for 
a  scpiare  meal,  a  can  of  beer  and  a  night’s 
sleep.  Their  -^motto  for  life  is  this :  “Meat, 
Malt  and  Mattress.”  Life  has  no  meaning 
for  them  beyond  this.  And  yet  money  cannot 
buy  this  appreciation.  Even  some  so-called 
rich  men  go  through  this  world  with  their 
eyes  closed.  No  one  can  deny  you  the  priv¬ 
ilege  of  becoming  rich  in  the  enjoyment  of 
God’s  beautiful  gifts  in  art  and  Nature. 

Some  people  are  strangely  poor  in  love, 
while  possessing  other  graces.  The  inspired 
book  tells  us :  “Though  I  speak  with  the 
tongues  of  men  and  of  angels,  and  have  not- 
love,  I  am  become  as  sounding  brass,  or  a 
tinkling  cymbal.  And  though  I  have  the  gift 
of  prophecy,  and  understand  all  mysteries,  and 
all  knowledge ;  and  though  I  have  all  faith, 
so  that  I  could  remove  mountains,  and  have 
not  love,  I  am  nothing.  And  though  I  bestow 
all  my  goods  to  feed  the  poor,  and  though  I 
give  my  body  to  be  burned,  and  have  not  love, 
it  profiteth  me  nothing.” 

Oratory,  the  gift  of  prophecy,  wisdom, 
knowledge,  faith,  charity,  self-sacrifice — all 
these  without  love — are  nothing.  The  chapter 
closes  with  these  words : 
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“And  now  abideth  faith,  hope,  love,  these 
three :  hut  the  greatest  of  these  is  love.” 

It  is  the  most  important  thing  in  the  world. 

Suppose  it  should  suddenly  be  taken  out  of 
your  life?  No  love  of  wife,  of  sweetheart,  of 
children.  Could  money  take  its  place?  Never! 
Life  would  not  he  worth  the  living.  But  you 
may  have  the  riches  of  love ;  no  one  can 
deprive  you  of  that.  You  may  be  rich  in  the 
love  of  Jesus  Christ.  Money  cannot  purchase 
that.  Thank  God  for  it !  It  is  simply  a  ques¬ 
tion  of  how  much  of  Christ’s  love  you  can 
take  in.  There  was  once  a  man  who  was 
known  as  “the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved.” 
His  name  was  John,  and  he  has  given  us 
some  of  the  most  beautiful  things  in  Scrip¬ 
ture.  He  became  the  disciple  “whom  Jesus 
loved”  simply  because  he  had  the  capacity  for 
receiving  a  larger  amount  of  the  love  of  Jesus 
than  any  other  of  the  twelve  disciples. 

Two  Kinds  of  Poverty. 

The  worst  kind  of  poverty  is  that  which 
sacrifices  the  inner  life  for  the  sake  of  out¬ 
ward  show,  or  material  advantages.  It  is  bad 
enough  to  have  the  body  go  hungry,  but  it  is 
far  worse  to  starve  the  soul.  How  many  are 
sacrificing  heart-comforts  for  the  sake  of  out¬ 
ward  appearance !  If  the  heart  could  be 
turned  inside  out,  it  would  reveal  a  sad  state 
of  affairs.  No  enjoyment,  no  peace,  no  life, 
no  Christ — that  it  may  appear  that  one  has 


money!  Not  necessarily  a  great  deal  of  money 
— but  money.  A  single  silver  dollar  placed 
over  your  eye  will  shut  out  God’s  sunlight. 

Four  Classes  of  Men. 

After  all,  poverty  is  an  individual  matter. 
It  does  not  belong  to  any  particular  class. 
Some  people  tell  us  that  our  country  is  divid¬ 
ed  into  two  great  classes,  the  capitalistic  and 
the  proletariat;  the  wealthy  class  and  the 
working  class.  There  are  really  four  kinds 
of  people  in  the  world  to-day; 

The  poor  poor — those  who  have  no  money, 
and  nothing  else. 

The  rich  .poor — those  who  have  no  money, 
])ut  who  have  many  other  things. 

The  poor  rich — those  who  have  money,  but 
nothing  else. 

The  rich  rich — those  who  have  money  as 
well  as  the  other  things. 

The  last  class,  as  a  rule,  ought  to  be  the 
happiest  people,  but  if  I  had  to  choose  between 
being  a  “rich  poor’’  man,  or  a  “poor  rich” 
man,  I  would  rather  be  a  “rich  poor”  man — 
and  anybody  may  be  a  rich  poor  man. 

Why  Some  Social  Schemes  Have  Failed. 

No  kind  of  poverty  can  ever  be  abolished  by 
wholesale,  for  the  reason  just  given.  Plato’s 
Utopia,  Henry  George’s  Anti-Poverty  Society, 
Eugene  Debs’s  Social  Democracy,  and  scores 
of  similar  schemes  planned  for  the  abolition  of 
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poverty  have  been  tried  but  have  all  failed. 
No  matter  how  they  may  have  been  advocated 
in  good  faith,  and  no  matter  how  earnest  and 
sincere  were  the  man  who  promoted  these 
schemes,  yet  selfishness  and  laziness,  the  lack 
of  individual  effort,  dependence  upon  the  com¬ 
munity — these  are  the  reasons  given  for  their 
failure.  No  society  can  do  for  a  man  what  he 
will  not  do  for  himself. 

A  Society  of  One  Member. 

You  have  discovered  that  I  have  been  pre¬ 
paring  you  for  the  statement  that  the  best  kind 
of  an  Anti-Poverty  Society  is  an  organization 
composed  of  one  member.  He  must  be  presi¬ 
dent,  vice-president,  secretary  and  treasurer; 
he  must  do  his  own  committee  work ;  he  must 
get  up  his  own  constitution,  and  principally, 
he  must  amend  his  constitution.  Most  of  us 
need  to  change  our  attitude  towards  things  in 
general  before  we  can  become  rich  in  the  best 
sense.  We  must  get  rid  of  many  false  ideas 
concerning  foundation  things.  We  must  get 
the  right  estimate  of  values.  We  must  learn 
to  see  things  in  their  right  proportion. 

The  Real  Secret. 

We  have  been  talking  about  the  things  that 
you  are  to  receive.  Let  us  go  down  deeper 
into  the  problem, — into  the  secret  of  getting 
and  enjoying  the  best  things. 

First,  you  can  never  get  them  by  brutally 
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fighting  for  or  demanding  them.  Suppose  you 
should  go  to  the  librarian  and  say  to  him : 

“I  demand  the  wisdom  contained  in  the 
books  on  your  shelves !” 

You  might  threaten  until  you  are  black  in 
the  face  and  you  would  not  get  it.  The  libra¬ 
rian  would  tell  you  that  you  must  give  heart 
and  mind  to  the  study  of  the  books  before  you 
can  obtain  the  wisdom  which  they  contain. 
You  must  burn  the  midnight  oil;  you  must 
give  time  and  strength  and  study,  then  they 
will  be  yours. 

Furthermore,  if  you  are  to  enjoy  beautiful 
things,  you  must  give  them  your  sympathetic 
interest.  No  one  can  enjoy  music,  flowers, 
sunsets,  pictures  and  scenery,  if  he  systemat¬ 
ically  neglects  them.  The  arm  that  is  not  used 
soon  becomes  paralyzed.  The  brain  that  is  not 
exercised  soon  becomes  dull.  The  talent  that 
is  not  employed  is  soon  taken  away.  These  all 
cry,  “Give !  Give !  Give !”  before  they  say 
“Receive.” 

And  what  about  love?  Did  you  ever  secure 
another^  love  by  demanding  it?  What  is  it 
that  makes  you  rich  in  the  love  of  your  wife 
and  children?  It  is  because  you  have  first 
given  your  own  love.  No  man  ever  enjoyed 
the  beauty  of  true  love  until  he  gave  his  own 
heart,  and  until  he  was  ready  to  lay  down  his 
own  life,  if  need  be,  for  the  one  whose  love 
he  prized.  Even  the  love  of  Jesus  means 
nothing  to  you  until  you  are  willing  to  sur- 


render  your  life  and  love  to  his.  It  is  then 
that  the  wealth  of  peace  and  sweetness  and 
love  will  come  to  you. 

Do  you  know  why  Jesus  is  so  rich  in  love? 
It  is  because  he  gave  sp.  much.  “For  ye  know 
the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that, 
though  he  was  rich,  yet  for  your  sake  he  be¬ 
came  poor,  that  ye  through  his  poverty  might 
be  rich.” 

And  that  is  the  secret  of  getting  rich — 
giving  to  others.  Jesus  said,  “It  is  more 
l)lessed  to  give  than  to  receive.”  This  saying 
of  Jesus  has  been  made  the  subject  of  many 
a  joke,  but  Jesus  Christ  was  serious  when  he 
said  it,  and  he  knew  what  he  was  talking  about. 
Solomon,  the  wise  king,  wrote :  “There  is  that 

scattereth,  and  yet  increaseth ;  and  there  is 
that  withholdeth  more  than  is  meet,  but  it 

tendeth  to  poverty.  The  liberal  soul  shall  be 
made  fat ;  and  he  that  watereth  shall  be  wa¬ 
tered  also  himself.”  “There  is  that  maketh 
himself  rich,  yet  hath  nothing;  there  is  that 
maketh  himself  poor,  yet  hath  great  riches.” 
Flere  we  have  it  in  Scripture — the  “Poor  Rich” 
Man,  and  the  “Rich  Poor”  Man. 

For  the  “FI ere  and  Now.” 

Not  a  word  has  been  said  about  treasure  in 
heaven.  We  shall  have  that  by  living  out  the 
principles  here  given.  Unselfishness  and  love 
and  devotion  pay  in  this  world,  and  they  are 
the  only  things  that  do  pay,  either  in  this  world 
or  in  the  next. 
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How,  then,  may  you  organize  an  Anti-Pov¬ 
erty  Society? 

First,  by  constituting  yourself  such  a  society. 

Second,  by  making  other  people  rich. 

Have  T  been  talking  “up  in  the  air”?  Then 
the  philosoph}^  of  Jesus  and  the  best  men  who 
ever  lived  is  false.  But  you  know  better  than 
that.  The  experience  of  the  human  heart  tells 
you  that  these  things  are  true.  And  all  that 
has  been  said  applies  to  the  rich  as  well  as  to 
the  poor.  God  help  us  to  live  out  these 
thoughts,  making  the  world  richer  for  our 
having  been  in  it,  and  thus  enriching  our  own 
lives. 


Other  Leaflets  by  Charles  Stelzle 

“Class  Spirit  in  America.” 

“Has  the  Minister  a  ‘Closed  Shop’?” 

“Is  the  Church  Opposed  to  Workingmen?” 

“Jesus  Christ  and  Rich  Men.” 

“Labor  Leaders  in  the  Church.” 

“Not  ‘Missions,’  but  Churches,  for  Working¬ 
men.” 

“One  Pastor,  One  Church,  One  Year  and  One 
Hundred  Dollars.” 

“Special  Work  Among  Workingmen  by  the 
Presbyterian  Board  of  Home  Missions.” 

“The  Plan  of  Campaign  in  the  Interest  of 
Workingmen.” 

“The  Relation  of  the  Church  to  the  Labor 
Movement.” 


